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At Heathcote PS we value...      Respect        Learning        Teamwork        Responsibility 

31 Herriot St, Heathcote, Vic, 3523 Heathcote PS 

News  
Telephone: (03) 5433 3090 

Fax: (03) 5433 3091 

heathcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Issue No.  23                                                                                                                     20th August 2018 

 30th August  

3rd, 10th September  

Gym Sessions to be held at School 

31st August & 14th 

September  

Transition days for  Foundation 2019, 9-10.30am  

20th August  Bendigo Health Oral Screening  

21st August  Kinder Library  

23rd August  Book Week Celebration Day and Book Fair Commences;  dress up as a character.  

 Short parade at 9.00am  

24th August  Year 3-4 Assembly  

27th August  Pupil Free Day  

29th August  School Council Meeting 5.30pm 

31st August  Foundation Assembly  

11th September  Kinder library  

7th September  Year 4-6 Assembly  

14th September  Year 1-2 Assembly  

20th September  Zoo Trip Foundation F-6 

21st September  Last Day Term 3 - Early dismissal  2.00pm, no assembly  

8th October  First Day Term  4 

IMPORTANT DATES  

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

I walk through the classrooms many times every day. This week I have seen and felt a real buzz from both 

students and teachers re the teaching and learning that is taking place. Fantastic effort by students to be 

focussed and the very best they can be. I loved the way Audrey commented on the Year 1-2 class, she told me 

‘Everybody was very focussed during our Reading and Writing workshop time.’ Great to hear students able to 

notice their learning environment and tell others. Striving to develop learning is indicated in all classrooms – well 

done! We have a wonderful calm learning environment in our school, this provides a great place to develop 

positive learning and raise our student outcomes.  
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Book Week Celebration Day and Ashton Scholastic Book Fair 

At assembly last Friday we looked at the shortlisted books for book week. Our book week activity day will be 

very exciting. Ms Sergi has been working hard to organise some great activities for all groups – a wonderful day 

ahead. Our Book Fair will start on Thursday 23rd. Drop into the Office and check out the great books available to 

purchase. Students will have an opportunity to come and look at the books during the days the book fair is here. 

Book Fair catalogues have been distributed to the oldest student in each family, have a look at the great books 

on offer.  Students are welcome to come along dressed as their favourite book character for a parade on 

Thursday morning at 9.00am in the Gallery. 

 

Monday 20th – Bendigo Health Free Oral Health Screening 

Students who have returned a consent form will have a free oral health check on Monday. A great service to 

help our students check up on all things teeth!  

 

Zoo Trip 

On Thursday 20th September the whole school will be venturing to the Melbourne Zoo! We are very excited 

about our trip together. We will be attending the Education Centre at the Zoo and have time to walk around and 

see as much as we can. The trip will mean an early departure and a later return to school. Luckily we fit on two 

buses, this will help reduce the costs of the trip. A consent form and more details will be sent out in late August. 

We are all excited about the day! 

 

Our bikes! 

Great to see the number of students riding around our bike track each break. I have noticed a great 

improvement in skills. Bike Education for our senior students will be happening in Term 4! The bikes are a great 

asset to our school and provide great enjoyment and a physical workout for our students. Lovely to see some of 

the younger students bringing in their own bikes.  

 

Pupil Free Day 

Just a reminder that we have a Pupil Free Day on Monday 27th August. No children will be at school on this day. 

Staff will be working on our Maths curriculum. Each pupil free day provides us with valued time to work on 

school projects to develop our teaching and learning environment.  

 

Transition for Kinder students and enrolments 

If you know of anyone who is starting school next year and has yet to enrol, please ask them to contact the 

school. Thank you! We have a number of new families moving to the area who will be coming to Heathcote PS 

next year. Great to see our population growing.  

 

DET Parent Survey 

Thank you to the families who have completed the Parent Opinion Survey. The data we will receive later in the 

year from this survey is important to school communities. As staff we  reflect on the data  to see what we can 

celebrate and what we can improve. We value your input, if you have not finished  the survey we   urge you to 

take the time to complete it. Closing date is coming up soon and we would like everyone to have their say. 

Thank you for your anticipated support.  
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 Kate Ballantyne  

The headings on the table above from left to right are – School connectedness (sense of belonging), Student voice 

and agency, Sense of inclusion, Advocate at School, Managing Bullying, Respect for diversity.  

We have been very pleased with the results, there is a slight difference to last year. We know we have raised 

learning expectations and this can be seen in learning confidence, some students are being taken out of their 

comfort zone and extended. The balance is to make sure students  feel supported in this change. A very pleasing 

statistic is that around the percentage of students who feel any ‘bullying’ issues that may arise are handled very 

well, 93% of our Year 4-6 students felt the school dealt with issues, if issues arise they are followed up. This is 

the second year  our results have been at such a high level, well done to both our students and teaching staff. At a 

Principal meeting last Wednesday we shared our results, the feedback from others was very positive. As a staff, 

we will keep working to improve outcomes for our students, both socially and in  academic achievements.  We 

apologise for the quality of print due to trying to fit it on the page, however we are happy to print off the results 

for anyone who would like to look more closely at the data report.  

 

Have a great week. 

The headings on the table above from left to right are – Effective Teaching Time, Differentiated Learning 

Challenge, Stimulated Learning, Classroom Behaviour, High expectations for success, Effort, Teacher Concern, 

Learning confidence, Resilience, Motivation and Interest, Self regulation and goal setting, Attitudes to attendance.  

Student Opinion Survey Results 2018 
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50 Nights 

Zavier Rowe  

Ellana Miller  

75 Nights 

Rachael Wall  

100 Nights 

Alex Ager-Wicks  

Luke Anderson  

Abby Fisher  

Saphire Cardwell 

150 Nights 

Madison Cooper  

Wesley Knight  

Siobhan Patten  

Ava Thompson  

Sienna Waldron  

Jemma Walsh  

Alize Pearce  

175 Nights 

Jessica Toifl 

George McFadzean  

Tylie Schroeder  

125 Nights 

Zoe Osicka  

Rhiannon Brown  

Natalie Organ  

Conroy Miller  

200 Nights 

Jai Francis  

THIS WEEK’S BIRTHDAYS  

Ellana Miller   Charlotte Anderson  

 Tom McFadzean  

    Alize Pearce  
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TEAM-WORK 

Zavier Rowe 

 RESPECT 

 

LEARNING 

Dominic Parker  

Miguel Tongco  

Seth Francis  

Siobhan Patten  

RESPONSIBILITY 

Tylie Schroeder 

Nicholas Clarke   

Henry Thorson-Patten  

CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP AWARDS 

Bronze Level  

 

Bronze Level  

Luke Anderson  

Bronze Level  

Siobhan Patten  

Charlotte Anderson  

Manny Nagy  

Zoe Osicka  

Jaycob Grigg  

Mason Thompson  

Jackie Evans  

Bronze Level  

Wesley Knight  

Ellana Miller  

Jessica Toifl  

Harrison Ferguson  

Ami Burgess  

On Thursday,   our Book Week Celebration Day,   the Junior School Council 
are running a competition.   
 
Guess How Many Pages: How many pages do you think there are in the 
book?  
Cost: 50c per guess  
Prize: A Book 

BOOK WEEK   

 

Everyone who has a guess receives 
a piece of treasure! 
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For the next two weeks we are taking a little break from our 

Geology investigations. Last year the junior unit entered the 

Coliban Water poster competition and our junior students 

performed really well, with some students winning prizes. 

This year we are entering posters from every student. 
Coliban Water have previously attended our school and 
performed experiments with our students to investigate 
water catchment and water filtration. This year all our 
students will be creating posters which best represent the 
theme, “Water for me, water for all”.  The posters will be 
submitted after next week in time for national water week 
which is on 21-27 October. There is a video which 
introduces the theme at https://www.coliban.com.au/site/
root/about/media_and_public_affairs/education/
nationalwaterweek.html . All the best of luck to all 
students! 

https://www.coliban.com.au/site/root/about/media_and_public_affairs/education/nationalwaterweek.html
https://www.coliban.com.au/site/root/about/media_and_public_affairs/education/nationalwaterweek.html
https://www.coliban.com.au/site/root/about/media_and_public_affairs/education/nationalwaterweek.html
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From the Garden 
To the Kitchen  
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Head Lice  

We have had an incident of  head lice reported at the school.  We ask that you be extra vigilant and regularly and 

thoroughly check your child's hair. 

If we all work as a team on this we will achieve the best  results for our students.  

If your child has long hair we ask that they wear it tied back when they are  

attending  school. 

Helping Children Learn to Read 
Presented by Emma McLaughlin, Speech Pathologist 

 

This session is aimed at Pre School children and will be held on 

Wednesday 22nd August, 10.00 – 11.00am at the Meeting Room, Heathcote 

Community Bank Stadium, Barrack Reserve.  

 

This event  is supported by Bunbunarik Children’s Hub. 


