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At Heathcote PS we value...      Respect        Learning        Teamwork        Responsibility 

31 Herriot St, Heathcote, Vic, 3523 Heathcote PS 

News  
Telephone: (03) 5433 3090 

Fax: (03) 5433 3091 

heathcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Issue No.  26                    10th September 2018 

10th September  Gym Sessions to be held at School 

14th September  Transition days for  Foundation 2019, 9-10.30am  

11th September  Kinder library  

7th September  Year 4-6 Assembly  

14th September  Year 1-2 Assembly  

19th September  School Council Meeting 5.30pm  

20th September  Zoo Trip Foundation F-6 

21st September  Last Day Term 3 - Early dismissal  2.00pm, no assembly  

8th October  First Day Term  4 

IMPORTANT DATES  

 Dear Parents/Carers,  

As we head into the last two weeks of term we remind all students to keep coming to school every day and to keep 

working hard across the school day. Two weeks means 10 days of learning time, a lot of learning can happen in 

that time. It has been great to see families working hard to get their students to school on time, every day. Your 

child will benefit from your effort to get them here on time, all day, every day. Time away from school has a 

significant impact on your child.  If your child is sick and will be away, please contact the office to let us know prior 

to the commencement of the school day. All student absences are reported to the Department of Education and 

Training.  

 

Heathcote in Harmony 

We are very excited that we have been successful with another grant! A big thank you to the Heathcote and 

District Community Bank Branch for funding our proposal. We will be launching ‘Heathcote in Harmony’ a few 

weeks into Term 4. ‘Heathcote in Harmony’ will be a community/school based singing group, members will be 

made up of students and community members under the direction of Mariah McCarthy.  If you or your child are 

interested in joining this group you will need to contact the school, places are limited. We will be running the 

singing group on a Monday between 2.00 and 3.00pm in the Gallery followed by a cuppa in the kitchen for those 

who would like to stay on after 3.00pm. We are very excited about this new initiative and look forward to 

Heathcote PS being in Harmony!  



 2 

Mr Clayton on leave 

Mr Clayton is on paternity leave for the last two weeks of this term. It will be lovely for him to have time with 

Harper and Jess. We hope he enjoys his time at home! Ms McKinnell will be in the Year 3-4 classroom Monday, 

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday for the last two weeks. Ms Balic will continue to be in the classroom on a 

Wednesday. During these two weeks we will not be implementing Indonesian or Digital Technology but will backfill 

with PE classes on the Tuesday and Wednesday with Mrs Sexton.  

 

Mrs Parry 

As many of you are aware Mrs Parry has been on sick leave. We hope to see her back next Tuesday. Thank you to 

Mrs Sexton, Mrs Skipper, Ms Balic and Marni for supporting our Foundation students during her absence.  

 

HATS!! 
Hats are back next term from Day 1! Our students are great at wearing their hats and know that ‘no hat means 
no play’, this is mandated across all Victorian schools and is strongly enforced at our school. This is a reminder to 
start having a hunt around for your child’s hat and have it ready for day one next term. If you want to send it in 
towards the end of this term please do so. Our school requires students to wear a broad brimmed hat, no caps. 
Hats are available for purchase from the school office.  
 
 Late Arrivals and Early Departures 
In Term 4 our school will have a new system in place for students who arrive late or leave early. At the moment all 
parents are expected to come in with their child and sign them in or out. Students should not be sent in on their 
own.  Starting Term 4 there will be a computer ‘sign in’ set up in the office. All parents/carers will need to 
continue to come in to the Office to sign their child in or out. Please remember Parents/Carers are not to go over 
to classrooms if their child arrives late, students are to say goodbye in the Office and go to the classrooms on 
their own as per our School Policy. Your support with this is appreciated and expected.  
 

Healthy foods/packaging 

Thank you to all of our families who continue to pack some great lunches for their children. Great to see 

sandwiches, cheese and biscuits, cabana and cheese, salads, vegetable sticks in our students lunch boxes. The 

connection between food/drink and learning is well known, the ability to be ready to learn and focus is greatly 

influenced by food. Water is the only drink students should be having at school. As per the school Healthy Foods 

policy, lollies/chocolate/flavoured drinks/cordial are not to be brought to school. Thank you for supporting your 

child to do the best they can in the classroom by avoiding giving them ‘sometime’ food every day.  

 

Pick up in the Car Park  

We ask that all Foundation – Year 2 parents walk their child across the car park to their car when 

collecting them at the end of the day. Please meet at the bottom of the path or up in the school grounds and 

walk with your child to your car. Our car park is busy at pick up times and Foundation – Year 2 students need an 

adult to meet them and walk with them to the car. We would appreciate your support in collecting your child and 

walking with them through the car park. Thanks! 

 

Uniform and Clothing 

There have been a number of students out of uniform this week. Can all parents/carers please ensure 

their child/ren are in school uniform when they walk out the door in the morning? If the purchase of 

uniform is causing any difficulty for families please contact the Office to see what support we can provide.  

If a student continues to be out of uniform and the school has not been contacted, students may have time out of 

the yard. We expect students to be in uniform every day.  We appreciate your understanding and support in 

ensuring your child is wearing correct uniform each day.  

 

Have a great week. 

 Kate Ballantyne  
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TEAM-WORK 

 

 RESPECT 

Daniel Close  

Skye Bertrand  

Jessica Toifl  

LEARNING 

Jackie Evans  

Natalie Organ  

Tom McFadzean 

Alexis Knight   

Ellana Miller  

RESPONSIBILITY 

 

CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP AWARDS 

Bronze Level  

 

Bronze Level  

Ami Burgess  

Joshua Fisher  

Bronze Level  

Blake Maiden  

Ami Burgess  

Joshua Fisher  

Summer Elliot 

Bronze Level  

 

Silver Level  

Ivy Henness  

Brooke Maiden  

Lachlan Daykin  

Silver Level  

Henry McFadzean  

Silver Level  

Emily Mitchell  

100 Nights 

Issy Taylor 
150 Nights 

Brayden Walsh  
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This week in STEM we tested the properties of different rocks. We tested hardness with the 

scratch test, magnetic properties with a magnet, whether the rock sinks or floats and a 

reaction test using vinegar. 

We tested a standard sample of rocks. The really interesting rocks were obsidian, which most 

students knew of from minecraft, lodestone and chalk (which is found in limestone). Chalk 

reacts with vinegar and produces gas. Obsidian is just a really cool rock because it is volcanic 

glass. Lodestone is made up of magnetite and as you might be able to work out from the 

term magnetite, you can pick it up with a magnet! 
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Maths  
Our maths focus at the moment is money. We have revised how to count money and give change 

through roll playing as shop owners and customers. We have also learnt how to round money and 

how to write simple financial plans. We had to plan a day out at a fun park by budgeting for all of the 

rides we’d like to go on and the food, drinks and souvenirs we would like buy. It was great fun.  

 

Literacy 
Our focus in reading at the moment is about Animals. We have been reading a mix of fiction and  

non-fiction books. At the moment we are reading ‘The Lorax- by Dr Seuss’ which is a cautionary tale 

about caring for the environment.    

 

In Writing we have just finished our procedural texts. We had a choice of  3 options;  creating a 

magical potion, directions for a maze or a funny how to book. We are all very  proud of our writing 

and enjoyed developing our piece.  Some of our class presented their writing  at assembly.  

 

Photos: Students with their procedural texts. Well done Year 4-6! 
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THIS WEEK’S BIRTHDAYS  

  

  Saphire Cardwell 

Head Lice We have not had any further reports of head lice however we urge all parents to  

regularly and thoroughly check your children’s hair. 

If we all work as a team on this we will achieve the best  

results for our students.  

If your child has long hair we ask that they wear it tied back when they are 

attending  school. 

Zoo Trip Information 

Departure time:  Please have students here by 8.05am. Students are to go straight  to their  

classrooms on arrival. Buses will be departing at 8.15am sharp! 

Return time:  Students will be back at 3.45pm, please make sure you are here to collect your child. 

Food and Water: Please ensure your child/ren have enough water and food for the day. As per our  

Healthy Food Policy, no lollies, chips, chocolates are to be sent on the day. We will have a  food stop on  

arrival and then another opportunity around lunchtime.  

Hats:  If the forecast is for a sunny day, please send a hat and sunscreen along with your child for 
their  use on the day.  

Uniform:  All students are expected to be in our school uniform.  

Money:  Children will not be purchasing any items on the day, no money is to be sent along. 

Medication:  If your child requires medication on the day, please fill in a Medication Consent form prior  

to the day of departure. Please provide the signed form and medication in a clearly labelled bag and give  

it to  your classroom teacher.  

Technology: No ipads, ipods, phones or other game devices  will be taken on the day. Any student with 
one of these devices will have it confiscated by a teacher, it will be returned on arrival back at school. 

Behaviour:  As per the consent form, any students who misbehave will have their parents contacted and 
an arrangement will be made with parents/carers to pick them up from the Zoo.   

 


