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At Heathcote PS we value...      Respect        Learning        Teamwork        Responsibility 

31 Herriot St, Heathcote, Vic, 3523 Heathcote PS 

News  
Telephone: (03) 5433 3090 

Fax: (03) 5433 3091 

heathcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Issue No.  37                                         17thDecember 2018 

17th—21st December  Swimming Program, Heathcote Pool  

20th December  Graduation , 5pm Afternoon Tea, 5.30pm start 

21st December  Last Day of  Term 4, No Assembly, Early Dismissal at 2.00pm  

IMPORTANT DATES  

Dear Parents/Carers,  

Welcome to our last newsletter for 2018. This year we have seen significant growth in a number of areas across 

our school community. Our learning environment is calm and stable, this provides a wonderful opportunity for 

student learning to take place. Students learn in calm environments that are well supported by staff, clear 

boundaries and high expectations. Staff have worked hard to implement our ‘I Can’ statements in their teaching 

and learning programs. The statements have also been used in our assessment and reporting to parents. Our 

successful application through Schools Plus meant a $20,000 injection into our new Learning Interview format. 

This format has been given extremely positive feedback from our students, parents/carers and staff.  

 

The purchase of new technology throughout the year has enabled staff to access a range of technology tools as a 

resource for   their teaching, nothing replaces explicit face to face informed teaching. Our explicit teaching is 

supported by Instructional Models across Maths, Reading and Writing. These models provide a consistent way of 

teaching across our F – Year 6 classrooms, promoting continuity for our student learning as they progress through 

our school. As a school the next part of our journey is to work hard on academic outcomes, we are in a great place 

to raise these outcomes in partnership with our parents/carers. 

 

Our STEM program continues to grow. Kristy and Dave continue to provide a great program that is supported by 

outside expertise and excursions. A successful grant application will see the inclusion of robots into our STEM 

program. Indonesian continues to operate in 2019. Miss McKinnell will be working across all classrooms again 

next year. She has been working hard to engage all students in Indonesian culture.  Next year our ‘Musical 

Extravaganza’ is back! Miss Somerville will be working as a Music Specialist teacher one day a week for Term 1 

and 2, the program will culminate in another ‘Musical Extravaganza’ performance by our students. This is exciting! 

Mrs Skipper will be working in Miss Somerville’s class on a Friday for first semester.  
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Our staff provide a consistent, fair and positive environment for our students. I am very proud of each and every 

one of them. They work hard and reflect on their skills in order to grow professionally. I would like to thank all of 

our classroom teachers, Education Support, Specialist teaching staff and Office staff, for their commitment and 

dedication to our students and school community. It is a pleasure to be part of such a great team.  

 

Mr Kingsford says farewell 

At the beginning of second term in 2016 Greg and I arrived at Heathcote PS. Since his arrival he has had a 

significant impact on the financial wellbeing of our school. Shortly after our arrival we established the school was 

in financial difficulty. Greg has worked incredibly  hard to turn the school around within record time, we now 

have a surplus, which is what it should be. His expertise, knowledge and sense of humour will be sadly missed. I 

have greatly appreciated his support and commitment to our school, he has been a wonderful Business Manager 

and more,   we will miss him greatly. He will be back for the first few days of the year and then we have him 

booked  for a few  days throughout 2019. He will be sadly missed by all of us but we wish him well in the next 

stage of his journey. Please make sure you say good bye to him before he goes.  

 

Ms Kantarias 

Sam has been working in our Foundation classroom for the past 6 weeks. We have appreciated her calm, 

organised manner. She has developed positive relationships with the students in a short period of time.  The 

Foundation students have greatly appreciated the calm, organised environment she has created and supported 

in the last part of this term. Sam has gained a 12 month position at California Gully next year, testament to her 

ability as a young Graduate teacher, a great gain for them! We wish her well and say a big thank you for her time 

at Heathcote PS.   

 

Leadership Team 

Our leadership team was announced last Tuesday. Sienna, Nicholas and Sam will form our student leadership 

group in 2019. Voting was tight, we were delighted with all of our Year 5  students  putting themselves forward. 

Not everyone can get a position but they were all still prepared to have a go. A good lesson for life, we don’t 

always get what we want or win, but we can learn a great deal about ourselves from the process. Well done to 

all of the Year 5 students for trying out, we were very proud of all of you.   

 

Swimming 

Swimming is on this week at the Heathcote Swimming Pool. Students will be walking down and back to the pool 

each day. Please make sure they have extra food as they usually get very hungry! Next year we will move 

swimming to the second last week of Term 4 rather than the last week. We were just hoping for good weather 

after the weather had let us down last year, however the last week is just a bit too hectic!  Thank you all for 

supporting the program, it is a great opportunity for your children to update their skills before summer.  

 

Garden help! 

Michele would love to have some people give a few minutes of their time. If everyone who picked up or dropped 

off their child could give the garden 10 minutes weeding what a weedless garden we would have!! Please, if you 

can spare a few minutes to care for our school it would be gratefully appreciated. Thanks.  

 

Have a wonderful Christmas, stay safe and we will see you all again next year.  

 Kate Ballantyne  
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TEAM-WORK 

Alexis Knight  

Sienna Waldron  

 RESPECT 

Isaac Miller  

Nathaniel Russell 

Many Nagy 

Emily Mitchell 

 

LEARNING 

Sienna Mainard  

Lachlan Daykin  

Abby Fisher  

 

RESPONSIBILITY 

 

CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP AWARDS 

Bronze Level  

Lachlan Daykin  

Bronze Level  

Reid Mainard  

Tayton Thompson  

Erica Mitchell 

Bronze Level  

Cody Simpson  

Skye Bertrand  

Bronze Level  

 

200 Nights  

Zoe Osicka  

Silver Level  

 

Silver Level  

 

 

  

Silver Level  

Jackie Evans  

 

Silver Level  

Shalena Rowe  

Tommy Wan  

Dominic Parker  

275 Nights 

Tayton Thompson  

175 Nights 

Ella McNally  

100 Nights 

Cody Simpson  

300 Nights 

Isaac Lane  

Jessica Toifl 

325 Nights 

Jai Francis  
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In our second last STEM lesson for 2018, we 

celebrated a touch of Christmas with 

science. All children love candy canes and 

what child hasn’t wondered what will 

happen to a candy cane when it is immersed 

in different liquids! 

All year levels predicted what will happen to 

a candy cane if it is placed in cold water, hot 

water, vinegar and cooking oil. After making 

a prediction, students placed a candy cane in 

each liquid, made and recorded their 

observations. 

Year 4-6 students were wondering what will 

happen to the candy cane if it wasn’t 

removed from its plastic wrapping. So they 

included an additional test for this scenario. 

It is terrific to see the students thinking like 

scientists. They are asking questions, 

predicting the results and asking what if 

questions. 
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THIS WEEK’S BIRTHDAYS   

Foundation to Year 2 will be doing an exciting activity in STEM 
with stuffed toys this week.  

Could all Foundation to Year 2 students please bring in a 
stuffed toy for STEM tomorrow, Tuesday 18th December. 

 The CWA Night Association has very 

generously donated this lovely 

gingerbread house to Heathcote 

Primary School. 

If you would like to go in the draw to 

win this delicious prize tickets will be 

on sale at the office for $1.00each.  The 

winner will be drawn on Friday 21st 

December.A big thank you to the   

CWA Night Association  

We wish all our families a 

happy and safe Christmas 

break and look forward to 

seeing you all in 2019 


