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At Heathcote PS we value...      Respect        Learning        Teamwork        Responsibility 

31 Herriot St, Heathcote, Vic, 3523 Heathcote PS  Telephone: (03) 5433 3090 

Fax: (03) 5433 3091 

heathcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Issue No. 11                                                                                                                     8 May 2017 

IMPORTANT DATES  

May 9,10, 11 National Assessment Program—Literacy and Numeracy—Year 3 & 5 

May 11 Year 1 and 2 Sleepover at School 

May 12 Foundation visit to the Aged Hostel 

May 17 School Council Meeting 

May 22 to 26 Education Week 

24 May Special Person’s Day and School Open Morning  

May 26 Oral Health Screening 

June 12 No school — Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

June 19 to 22 Parent/Student/Teacher Interviews 

June 28 School Council Meeting 

Dear Parents and Carers,   

Students have completed their first full week at school! We have had a very busy start to the term with sports days, ANZAC 
day and a leadership conference thrown in! Well done to everyone for settling in to the week and working hard. 
 

National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 
This assessment program is an annual national assessment for all students in Years 3,5,7 and 9. It is used as a national bench-
mark for looking at educational outcomes across the nation. Heathcote PS students have had 100% involvement in the testing 
and we are seeing continued improvement in our results. As always there are aspects of our teaching and learning to improve 
and build on. NAPLAN testing is one piece of assessment data teachers use to look at your child’s growth and areas we may 
need to develop. We encourage all participating students to approach the test positively and to try their best, it is nothing to 
be nervous about! The tests are on Tuesday 9th May, Wednesday 10th May and Thursday 11th May. Please ensure all Year 3 
and 5 students are at school on these days.  
 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 
Application forms for this fund will close at the end of the month. If you have not filled in your form for 2017, please call  in to 
the office and pick up a form.  
 

School Council Vacancy 
Alison Phillips is our new School Council President. If you have any positive feedback, ideas or concerns, please don ’t hesitate 
to catch up with Alison. We still have a parent vacancy on our School Council. If you are interested in nominating for this posi-
tion, please contact the office. 
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Year 6 Transition to Secondary School 
Last week all Year 6 parents/carers were sent transition information for secondary placement. Please note that Parents/Carers 
need to return their Application for Year 7 Placement forms in the reply paid envelope to the Regional Office Friday 12 th 
May. Regional Office is responsible for checking that the form is complete and that the parent ’s/carer’s choice is clear. 
 

Mothers/Special Person Day 
To celebrate this special day we are doing things a little differently this year, we are not holding a stall where students  
purchase a gift. All students will be making a small gift for their mum or special person in their life. We hope you enjoy their 
gift made with care and love! 
 

After School Care—Survey to establish need 
Last year I attended a meeting at the Heathcote Community house to look at the viability of after school care in Heathcote. 
Over the years there  has been  interest in establishing an after schools provider in Heathcote that can be accessed by all stu-
dents. After some discussions with Holy Rosary last year Paul decided to pursue the idea further. Heathcote PS is exploring the 
idea of running a supported playgroup each week for pre school aged children. Please find attached a survey to establish what 
support a before and/or after school program may have in Heathcote. 

Please return this form by Friday 12th May.  

Education Week – Special Person/Grandparent Open Morning and Transition, 9.15am – 
11.00am 
On Wednesday 24th May the school is holding an open morning. We hope that all prospective students will come 

and visit our school and join in classroom activities in the Foundation – One room with Mrs Parry and her class. We also 
invite Grandparents and Special People in our student’s lives to come along and have a look around our school. To finish off 
you are invited to have morning tea in the Gallery between 10.15am and 11.00am. Please come along with family and 
friends and have a look around our great school. We look forward to having you visit and share morning tea.  
 

Year One –Two Sleepover 
This week on Thursday May 11th the Year One and Two students will have their sleepover at school. Mrs Parry and Ms O’Neill 
will send home an outline of what the students will be doing after school. As part of the Year 1 -2 sleepover students will walk 
down to the supermarket to purchase salads for dinner. Consent to walk to local events has been provided for this type of  
activity in the consent book signed at enrolment.  

All Year One and Two students will be dismissed at 1.00pm on Friday 12th and will need to be picked up 
by their parents/carers from the classroom. Please make arrangements to pick up your child at this ear-
lier time. 
 

Reports, Communication Books and Student/Parent/Teacher interviews 
This year reports will not be sent home with students. Reports and communication books will be given to parents at inter-
view time later in Term 2. There will be time provided in the Gallery just prior to interviews for parent/carer   to read their 
child’s report, look at communication books and then discuss with teachers what you have read, ask questions and make goals 
for next semester. Interview times will be organised through the office starting from Week 8, interviews will be held during 
Week 10, beginning Monday 19th June. When booking in you will need to book in for a reading time just before your  
interview.  
 

Year 5 -6 Book Club 
Today was the first meeting of our Book Club for 4 students from Heathcote PS and Axedale PS. They are yet to come up with a 
name! Each fortnight the Year 5 – 6 students will meet via a Polycom link to discuss a book they have decided to read. It is  
anticipated they will share ideas, opinions and thoughts.  During the year we also hope they will be able to attend the Writer’s 
Festival, the Bendigo Library and attend a film – after they have read the book! It is exciting to be offering this to our students 
and we hope to do more with Axedale in the future. Creating different opportunities for our students to shine is an important 
goal for our school.  
 

Have a cuppa! 
Parents and carers are welcome to use the back meeting room or Library on a Thursday morning at 9.00am for a catch up with 
each other. Please let me know if there are a few of you who would like to take up this offer and we will get some coffee and 
tea organised for you.  
 
Have a great week ahead! 
 

Kate Ballantyne  
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50  Nights  
Charlotte Anderson Year 1 

Daniel Close Year 2 
Jackie Evans Foundation 

Faith Ferrari Foundation 
Cody Gellatly Year 1 
Liam Grigg Foundation 
Reid Mainard Year 1 

Abbey Marino Year 2 
Mason Marino Foundation 

Haylee Nielsen-Bertoni Year 1 

Zoe Osicka Year 1 
Alize Pearce Year 1 

Sheldon Perl Year 1 

25  Nights  

Mikayla Devine Year 2 

75  Nights  

Audrey McFadzean Year 1 

A Note from Ms O’Neill 

Dear Parents and Students  

I would just like to say thank you very much for the past eight years. I started at Heathcote Primary as a fresh  
graduate teacher. I have learnt so much in my time here and look forward to continuing to develop my skills. 
Heathcote P.S is a great school that is heading in a fantastic direction. We are very lucky to have such a great 
school community that are working in partnership with teachers,  striving for the same goal… the best for our  
students. I will miss all staff, students and parents very much. I will try to stay in touch and look forward to seeing 
you all again soon.  

Take care, 

Miss O’Neill  

Consent Booklet  

On enrolment all families received a booklet called ‘Parent/Carer and Student Consent, Forms and Agreements 
for Whole of School Life at Heathcote PS.’  

This booklet has just been revised and updated to reflect the current school values and activities.  

Every child should have received a copy of this booklet today,  individual students need to sign agreements in the 
book as do parents.  
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Welcome parents and students to our first 

STEM newsletter entry for this term. We will 

be concentrating on Engineering and our  

focus will be on forces and construction. 

While we’ll be busy constructing various 

structures, we will be learning about the en-

gineering process which includes design,  

prototyping and testing. 

This week all students studied buoyancy and 

Archimedes principle (which describes how 

objects float). The junior unit built boats 

from aluminium foil in shapes they predicted 

would carry the most weight before sinking. 

The senior unit had to design a boat to carry 

a load. In their case, they could choose from 

a number of materials. However, each  

material cost money (pretend money!) and 

their designs needed to come in under a 

budget. They will test their designs next 

RESPONSIBILITY 

Ella Csar 

Blake Maiden 

Mason Marino 

TEAM-WORK 

Faith Ferrari 

 

 RESPECT 

Nitika Delmo 

Jayde Romero 

LEARNING 

Tanika Cook 

Zoe Osicka 

CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP AWARDS 

GREEN CARD STARS FOR APRIL—CONGRATULATIONS TO: 

 Years 4, 5 & 6  

James Pringle 

Years 3 & 5  

Shyanne Cook 

Years 1 & 2  

Zoe Osicka 

Foundation & Year 1  

Rhiannon Brown 
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COMBINED SCHOOLS SPORTS DAY APRIL 28th 
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WANTED 
We are looking for people from our school community or the broader Heathcote community who 

would like to present a short session at our assembly on something they are passionate about in their 

life.  

It could be their job, an unusual sport, a hobby they enjoy, a trip to another country. This is another 

way for us to connect with our community and to let our students know the different people we have 

in our broader Heathcote community.   

If you have an idea or know of someone out there who would be interested, please let Kate know and 

we can make up a roster for the rest of the year.  We would love this to become an important and  

interesting part of our assembly.   

GRIP Leadership Conference 

Recently a small group of students were chosen to attend a Leadership conference in Bendigo. Students 
from across the North West Victoria region were in attendance. Responsibility was an important con-
cept discussed. Our students participated enthusiastically in the activities and enjoyed hearing others 
ideas about leadership. Well done to those who represented our school. Some of their comments in-
clude; 

 Miguel:  “I would advise my friends to go. It was fun and I learnt a lot” 

 Hannah:  “An amazing experience. I got to meet new people. It was very engaging and I learnt a       
          lot” 

 Emily:  “Great experience” 

 James : “Good, I learnt lots” 


