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At Heathcote PS we value...      Respect        Learning        Teamwork        Responsibility 

31 Herriot St, Heathcote, Vic, 3523 Heathcote PS 

News  
Telephone: (03) 5433 3090 

Fax: (03) 5433 3091 

heathcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Issue No. 12                                                                                                                    15 May 2017 

IMPORTANT DATES  

May 16 Teacher CPR & Anaphylaxis Training after school 

May 17 School Council Meeting 

May 19 Kitchen Cook Up  (see page 4) 

May 22 to 26 Education Week 

24 May Special Person’s Day and School Open Morning  

May 26 Oral Health Screening 

June 12 No school — Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

June 19 to 22 Parent/Student/Teacher Interviews 

June 28 School Council Meeting 

June 30 Last Day Term 2 

July 17 First Day Term 3 

Dear Parents and Carers,   

Last Thursday night saw many excited Year 1 and 2 students sleepover in the Gallery. After a walk to Pink 

Cliffs they were ready for a sausage and salad! Before I left I saw many little people busily setting out 

their sleeping bags and getting their pyjamas and teddies ready for the night ahead! These  

extra-curricular activities take a great deal of organisation, it requires staff to be on duty for 24 hours plus 

and for them to give up time with their own families. I would like to say a big thank you to Marg, Brenda, 

Dave and Ali for their enthusiasm and time in providing a great night and caring for your children.  

Another thank you to Michele for baking some muffins and preparing some yummy fruit for afternoon 

tea.  If you see these staff members around please don’t forget to say thank you! 

Welcome! 

We would like to welcome Ms Michelle Walker to our school community. Michelle is replacing Alison 
O’Neill whilst she is at White Hills Primary.  
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Michelle has had a great deal of experience and brings some great skills with her to Heathcote PS. We 
look forward to her being part of our team. Please make her feel very welcome as she settles into our 
school.  
 

National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 

The majority of students have finished their NAPLAN testing. Thank you to Ms Somerville for supervising 

the testing over the three days. Well done to all students for trying their best. 

 

School Council Vacancy 

Alison Phillips is our new School Council President. If you have any positive feedback, ideas or concerns, 

please don’t hesitate to catch up with Alison. We still have a parent vacancy on our School Council. If you 

are interested in nominating for this position, please contact the office. 

 

Kitchen Garden Helpers 

Thank you to those volunteers who have been coming along to support this great program. We  

appreciate you coming as it makes a huge difference to the group sizes we can operate. If you are unable 

to make your session can you please let Michele know ASAP, we have had a couple of times where 

Michele has not known people can’t make it and it does impact on the way the session operates. Your 

support with this is appreciated, thank you.  

 

Snow Queen 

Our Alpha production this year, The Snow Queen, has been postponed till Monday 21st August. We will 

send out more information closer to the date. 

 
Education Week – Special Person/Grandparent Open Morning and Transition, 9.15am – 11.00am 

On Wednesday 24th May the school is holding an open morning. We hope that all prospective students 

will come and visit our school and join in classroom activities in the Foundation – One room with Mrs 

Parry and her class. We also invite Grandparents and Special People in our students’ lives to come 

along and have a look around our school. To finish off your visit you are invited to have morning tea in 

the Gallery between 10.15am and 11.00am. Please come along with family and friends and have a look 

around our great school. We look forward to having you visit and share morning tea.  

 
Reports, Communication Books and Student/Parent/Teacher interviews 
This year reports will not be sent home with students. Reports and communication books will be given 

to parents at interview time later in Term 2. There will be time provided in the Gallery just prior to  

interviews for parents/carers   to read their child’s report, look at communication books and then discuss 

with teachers what you have read, ask questions and make goals for the next semester. Interview times 

will be organised through the office starting from Week 8, interviews will be held during Week 10,  

beginning Monday 19th June. When booking in you will need to book in for a reading time just before 

your interview. Thanks for your support with this. 

Enjoy your week.  
 

 Kate Ballantyne  
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100  Nights  
Nathaniel Russell Foundation 

75  Nights  

Cody Gellatly Year 1 

Conroy Miller Foundation 

Consent Booklet  
On enrolment all families received a booklet called ‘Parent/Carer and Student Consent, Forms and 
Agreements for Whole of School Life at Heathcote PS.’  

This booklet has  been revised and updated to reflect the current school values and activities and every 
parent/carer and student will need to fill in this new booklet . 

Every child should have received a copy of this booklet  last week,  individual students need to sign 
agreements in the book as do parents.  

Your support in filling this out and returning it to the office as soon as possible is appreciated. Thank you! 

Other awards were not give out due to 

the sleep over. 
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SCHOOL COMMUNITY NEWS 

Heathcote Primary School hopes to 

have a fully stocked freezer of meals 

for families to access if needed.  To 

help us achieve this goal we are in-

viting parents and carers to a KITCHEN 

COOK UP next Friday May 19 from 

9am until approximately 11am.  

During this time we will make up some 

simple hearty meals for the freezer for 

families in case of emergency or when 

that ‘something unexpected comes up.’ Cooking will be followed by an informal morning tea to thank 

participants for their contribution to our school community.  

If you are free during this time or would like to know more about the school kitchen or simply get to 

know some more parents at our school, please feel to come by the kitchen once the children have settled 

into their classrooms! Everyone is welcome, even if you can only spare a few minutes or have young chil-

dren with you. 

We understand that as parents and carers you can be very busy, so we invite every household to com-

plete a short  survey on your future involvement with the school.  This will be sent home with this news-

letter next week. 

RESPONSIBILITY 

James Mitsakis 

Jaycob Grigg 

 

TEAM-WORK 

 

 RESPECT 

 

LEARNING 

Ami Burgess 

Callum Devine 

Courtney Romero 

Nathaniel Russell 

 

CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP AWARDS 
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Following on from last week when we studied buoyancy, the senior students were given some time to 
complete their boats. The boats were then tested to see how much weight they could carry before 
sinking. There were some unique designs, including a couple with slippery decks which ditched their 
loads at the first sign of trouble! What we observed was although most of the designs floated easily, 
stability was much more difficult to control with a number of capsizing boats! 

 

The junior unit have been set the challenge of designing and building a structure at least 30cm high 
and able to withstand an earthquake. This week we started building and next week they will be tested 
on our specially made earthquake test rig.  A very big congratulations is in order for all the junior  
students. This task turned out to be much more difficult and fiddly than anticipated and the students 
persisted with the challenge and demonstrated excellent concentration and persistence. Really well 
done!  
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WANTED 
We are looking for people from our 

school community or the broader 

Heathcote community who would 

like to present a short session at our 

assembly on something they are 

passionate about in their life.  

It could be their job, an unusual 

sport, a hobby they enjoy, a trip to 

another country. This is another 

way for us to connect with our  

community and to let our students know the different people we have in our broader Heathcote  

community.   

If you have an idea or know of someone out there who would be interested, please let Kate know and 

we can make up a roster for the rest of the year.  We would love this to become an important and  

interesting part of our assembly.   

Heathcote Food Share! 

Each Wednesday 

RSL Hall 

 12.00 midday 
 

Heathcote Primary School families are invited to go along to the food share 

run by the Goldfields church volunteers. Families can choose the items they 

would like to take home. There are limits on some items. Volunteers pick up 

food supplies from the Bendigo Food Share to enable distribution to our 

local families.  

The volunteers also run a free Coffee Shop from 10.30am on the  

Wednesday where locals can catch up and have a chat! 

 


