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At Heathcote PS we value...      Respect        Learning        Teamwork        Responsibility 

31 Herriot St, Heathcote, Vic, 3523 Heathcote PS 

News  
Telephone: (03) 5433 3090 

Fax: (03) 5433 3091 

heathcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Issue No. 15                                                                                                                                                5 June 2017 

IMPORTANT DATES  

June 8 School Cook Up— Food for the Freezer 

Futsal Session 

June 9 F-2 Visit to Chinese Museum 

June 12 No school — Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

June 19 to 22 Parent/Student/Teacher Interviews 

June 28 School Council Meeting 

June 30 Last Day Term 2 

July 17 First Day Term 3 

July 26 & 27 Visiting Optometrist to School 

August 18 Parenting Workshop—Kids and Worry 

Dear Parents and Carers,   

Winter has certainly arrived! It is interesting watching the students have fun with the frost on the turf and the  

garden beds on these frosty mornings! Staying warm by wearing long pants and warm tops is important on these 

cold mornings. 

Positive Feedback 

It was great to hear lovely positive feedback from the Dental therapists conducting the oral health checks last 

week. They made a point of coming to tell us how well-mannered the students were during their checks. Well done 

to those students for representing our school so well.  

Meg, our Speech Pathologist, came to the office to say how welcome she felt by students and parents when she 

walked around the school. It is wonderful to see the number of students/parents/carers saying good morning or 

hello to others in our school community. It makes for a very welcoming environment. Thank you to everyone for 

continuing to work on this. 

Late Arrivals 

Late arrivals to class in the morning interrupt student learning, often students are missing out on instruction time. 

Classroom teachers have noticed an increase in the number of late arrivals to their first session in the morning. 

Students should be at school by 8.50 to allow them time to organise their belongings and get ready for learning.  
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If a student misses 10 minutes per day, that equals 50 minutes a week, nearly 1.5 weeks a year. If a child misses 
an hour a day, that equals 1 day a week, that equals 8 weeks of school per year. Lateness and absence from 
school have a significant impact on student learning. Please make sure your child is here on time every day  
before 9.00am to start their learning.  
 

Thank you Casey! 
A big thank you to Casey Nagata-Black for coming to our assembly last week and sharing his great guitar skills. It 
was lovely to see everyone singing along to ‘Better be home soon.’ Casey is a great talent to have discovered in our 
school community. We hope to see more of him! 
 

Attitudes to School Survey 
In the coming weeks the Year 4-6 students will be completing an online survey conducted by the Department of 
Education and Training. The survey will ask students a range of questions about school. The information is collated 
in Melbourne and returned to our school later in the year. This is the first year that Year 4 will be participating in 
the survey and the first year the survey is being conducted online.  
 

Uniform 
Thank you to parents for ensuring their child is dressed in school uniform. Please make sure your child has the right 
top on, some students are starting to wear an array of tops to school. On these chilly days a long sleeve skivvy  
under their school tops would be a great choice. Jan Webster is now in charge of uniform, if you would like to  
order some new items or have some questions please see Jan on Thursdays or Fridays of each week.  

 
Jobs around the school! 
Please contact the office if you are able to help out with any of these jobs. 
We have a number of jobs that need to be completed around the school. We will have a working bee later in the 
term or early next term, but we are also happy for people to volunteer and come in at a time that suits their family 
to help out. The school does not own a blower vac or mower. All help is greatly appreciated. 

 Rake and refill the soft fall under the playground equipment 

 Blower vac around under the veranda’s of the classroom/gallery building 

 Blower vac the gutters down from the staff carpark and at the brown wooden gate at the car park 

 Cleaning windows 

 Weeding around the staffroom building, garden beds 

 Planting under the large trees outside the office 

 Mowing near the staffroom under the bike rack, mowing near the kitchen 
 Whipper snipping in the vegie garden 

 

Kitchen Garden Helpers 
Thank you to all of our helpers. We will be drawing up our roster for next term in the coming weeks. Please let us 
know if you don’t want to continue next term or if you are wanting to start volunteering.  
 

Music Event 
Next term Heathcote Primary School is organising a special event to showcase Performing Arts at the RSL Hall. We 
have invited Holy Rosary to join with us in presenting some great singing, dancing etc. for our combined school and 
local community members. It will be late in Term Three, stay tuned! 
 

Clarissa’s Cook up! 

Next week Clarissa is having a cook up. The aim of this activity is to cook some meals to put in the freezer for  
families who may need some support. This week it was great to be able to go to the freezer and grab a meal for 
one of our families. If you can come along to help out please contact the office by Wednesday. This is important so 
that Clarissa knows how many ingredients to purchase and how many people to expect. 

It is a great way for you to support our school community.  

Have a great week and stay warm.  

 
  Kate Ballantyne  
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Fidget Spinner Maths 
 

Last Tuesday, the 16th of May, the Year 
3/4/5 class were involved in a Maths  
lesson which incorporated fidget  
spinners. In our Maths class we have 
been learning about statistics and  
probability. To increase engagement I 
utilised one of their current  
interests, fidget spinners! 

There were strict instructions at the  
beginning of the lesson about using the 
spinners as a tool to help us learn and 
not as a toy.  

The session involved students getting  
into groups of three then each collecting 
a spinner, timer and recording sheet.  

Each group had to spin the spinner 10 times on each hand and record how long each spin lasted. 

The students rotated roles so that everyone had an opportunity to spin the spinner and record using their  
timers. 

Once all the data was collected each student needed to create a column graph to display the data. 

Here are some of the graphs that were created: 

 

Student engagement in this hands on lesson was fantastic!  
 
The wonderful behaviour and engagement in   this class was  
rewarded with a game outside later in the week. Many  
students said it had been one of  the best Maths lesson they 
had ever had! 

As a teacher I believe integrating aspects of student interests 
can increase their engagement and allow them to fulfil their 
learning potential. 

Ellie Down,  
Second year La Trobe Education student (pre-service teacher) 

From left: Kristine, Reiji, Natika and Alexis 

From left: Erica and Thomas 
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SCHOOL COMMUNITY WORKER NEWS 
Food for the Freezer 

It’s time for another kitchen cook up! All parents are invited to join us in the kitchen this Thursday June 8 

from 1.30pm – 3.00pm to help cook some meals for the freezer for our families in need.  

We provide the supplies, and you can help us turn it into something delicious! If you have small children, 

feel free to bring them along. Everybody is welcome! 

Food for Families 

Heathcote Primary School has kindly been donated some pantry supplies which are available to any of 

our school families. A variety of foods are available, such as breakfast cereals, pasta, rice, tinned fruit and 

veggies and canned soup.  

If you could do with some extra food in your pantry or freezer this winter, please call Clarissa or drop in 

to the office anytime. 

Children and Worry 

Does your child worry about things? Are they clingy or shy at times? Are they upset easily or quick to get 

angry? These may be signs of anxiety.  

Heathcote Primary School is pleased to be hosting a Parenting Workshop around Kids and Worry  

facilitated by CatholicCare Bendigo.  

The workshop will be held on Wednesday August 18 in the gallery from 12.30pm until 3.00pm. Light  

refreshments will be provided and child care is provided for under school age children.  

Flyers providing more information and how to register will be sent home soon, so look out for them if you 

are interested in attending. 

75  Nights  

Ella Eiseman Year 2 

100  Nights  

Brodi Kirkpatrick Year 1 
Conroy Miller Foundation 
Audrey McFadzean Year 1 
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RESPONSIBILITY 

Abbey Marino 

Manny Nagy 

TEAM-WORK 

Ivy Henness 

 RESPECT 

Rhiannon Brown 

Rosh Santos 

Ethan Wall 

 

LEARNING 

Samantha Close 

Riley Hall 

CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP 

AWARDS 

  

Year 4-6 have been working on  
Reconciliation projects in their Tribe 
groups for the past two Friday  
mornings.  

Please come into the office and have a 
look at their posters. 
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 Barki and Woof Woof’s Big Adventure by Liam, Foundation 

GREEN CARD STARS FOR MAY   

CONGRATULATIONS TO: 

J01 

Jackie Evans 

 

J02 

Zoe Osicka 

 

S01 

Kristine Galing 

 

S02 

Sienna Mainard 
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This week in STEM we introduced the terms “force” 

and “work” to the junior students. We watched a short 

video which described force as a push or a pull. Then 

the students completed a cut and paste activity where 

they needed to identify different activities as either a 

push or a pull. We ended the session with a gravity de-

fying demonstration of a floating paper clip. 

The senior students swapped activities from last week. 

Mr. Clayton’s class researched and presented a famous 

bridge and Ms. Somerville’s class participated in the 

tallest Lego tower challenge. The tower needed to be 

stable enough to support a tennis ball. 
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SCHOOL HOLIDAYS THEATRE WORKSHOP 

Ranters Theatre is considering running workshops in Heathcote during the 
next school holidays depending on numbers interested.  If you are interested 
in your child participating would you please contact the school.  
If the  program runs it would be every day between  11am and 4.30pm from 
the 3rd to the 7th July and would be free. 

Programs are 

being conducted 

in Bendigo 

(Lightning Reef 

PS), Kangaroo 

Flat, Castlemaine 

and Moama.  

Further  

information and 

booking forms 

and are available 

at the school. 


