
 

 

HEATHCOTE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
31 Herriot St, Heathcote.  Vic.  3523 
Telephone:  (03) 5433 3090        
Fax:  (03) 5433 3091        
Email: heathcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Issue No. 1                                                                                                                            6th February 2017 

Dear Parents and Carers,   

Welcome back to a new school year! We are excited to be back and all staff are looking forward to a great year with their students. 

Lots of work to be completed between now and December,  staff have high expectations of our students in all facets of their lives, 

academic, social and behaviour. My section of the newsletter this week is extra long in a bid to inform our new parents about rou-

tines etc. 

It is wonderful to welcome several new students and their families to our school community. Rhiannon Brown, Ella Csar, Faith 

Ferrari, Jaycob and Liam Grigg, Isaac Lane, Ellana and Isaac Miller, Reiji, Rena and Riki Nagata-Black, Haylee Nielsen-

Bertoni, Natalie Organ, Alize Pearce, Sheldon Perl, Nathaniel Russell and Aaron Taylor are all new to our school this year. 

Please make sure you say hello and make both students and their parents feel very welcome. We also welcome Mason Ma-

rino to our school, Mason has a big sister in Year 2.  

For those new to our school, we have the following staff members. 

Classroom staff – 

F-1 – Mrs Parry,  Years 1-2 – Ms O’Neill, Years 3-5 – Ms Somerville, Years 4-6 – Mr Clayton  

Our class sizes are a great size – 18- 21 students with support staff operating in classrooms for some time each day. This greatly 

enhances our delivery of quality education implemented through the Victorian Curriculum, tailoring learning to individual needs. 

We are in the second year of our delivery of the new Victorian Curriculum. Staff were involved in a great deal of professional 

learning last year to support their delivery of this new curriculum. We will continue to develop our teaching  knowledge and exper-

tise as we implement the Victorian Curriculum across the school.  

Specialist staff – STEM - Tuesday  – Mrs Balic and Mr Close, Indonesian -  Wednesday – Ms McKinnell, Library on Tuesday – 

Ms Sergi, SAKGP - Wednesday and Thursday – Ms Witham, Reading Recovery – Ms Ballantyne, Education Support – Mrs 

King and Ms Ziersch (also working in the office one day a week) and Mrs Stammers. Office staff,   our Business Manager – Mr 

Kingsford, 4 days a week and Miss Durham, 2 days a week and finally our School Community Worker – Clarissa Power works 

on Thursdays and Fridays.  

Other Specialist programs operating Monday – Thursday afternoons will start in Week 3. All classes will have specialist Music, 

Technology, Art and PE lessons. For a small school we offer a very large range of specialist teaching! Without the support and 

commitment of our staff this would not be possible, thank you to staff for being involved and supportive of the delivery of this 

great range of subjects.  

Breakfast Club will be running on Tuesday and Friday mornings this year starting at 8.30am and finishing at 8.55am.  

At Heathcote PS we value...      Respect        Learning        Teamwork        Responsibility 

February 9th– 9am Eat and Greet– morning tea to welcome parents, all welcome 

February 10th Sanguine Orchestra performance 

February 15th 5pm School Council Meeting 

February 24th -10am Parents Cooking for others—food for freezer—Clarissa  

February 24th It’s my school too! workshop 

March 7th Labour day holiday 

March 9th—9am Parents Walking group—Pink Cliffs to the Heathcote Hub (coffee) - Clarissa 

15th March 5pm AGM and School Council Meeting 

March 24th—10:30 Parents Easter  Eat—cook and consume—Clarissa 

March 31st—2pm End of School Term—early dismissal  

                               PRINCIPAL’S REPORT– Ms Ballantyne’s News 
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     TEAMWORK           LEARNING            RESPECT    

 

 

Great to see students and parents acknowledging each other in the yard by saying hello, good morning, goodbye etc. By the end of 

last year we had noticed a huge difference in the number of students initiating conversation and acknowledging those around them. A 

big thank you to all students and parents for acknowledging others in the classroom and out in the yard. 

 

Our leadership team will be carrying out our Bus Duty monitor role each afternoon. To assist them, it is critical that we have an accu-

rate record of who will be travelling on the bus each night. Quite often students ask us if they are on the bus as they wander around at 

the end of the day. Each family need to be very clear with their child about afternoon bus travel. If we have not been notified your 

child will be put on the bus. Many parents are very good with this but there are still times we don’t know if a child is on or off the 

bus. Frustrating for all involved. Drivers can’t leave students unattended at the bus stop, so to avoid a trip to school, please con-

tact the office to confirm what is happening. Your support will make this a very simple process at the end of each day, thank 

you. 

 

Don’t forget about the extra-curricular activities that are run at our school. Ms Somerville takes Violin once a week and Karate is also 

offered weekly by Kelly Warren. If you are interested in pursuing either of these, please make contact with them. We will also be 

using our Mountain Bikes to participate in some extra activities – lots to do! 

As enrolments continue to grow our car park will become busier. Greg and I will be developing a plan to make the flow of traffic run 

smoothly. To assist with the car park, it would be appreciated if once your child has arrived safely at the classroom or school that you 

move on to open up more space for others. I would also encourage people to park along Herriot and Ebden Street and walk to school. 

This will provide a great opportunity for some families to teach their children how to use the school crossing safely as well as getting 

in some extra exercise! Thank you to everyone for not parking in the drop off / pick up zone – this assists greatly. If you see your 

child waiting at the end of the day you are welcome to use this zone, if they are not standing there can you please park in the longer 

term parking area. 

Swimming lessons will be conducted at the end of the year. There are two reasons for this, firstly, it makes great sense to have lessons 

leading into summer rather than at the end of the season. The number of drownings over the summer period reinforces the importance 

of timely lessons for students and reminds parents how important it is to be safe around pools, spas, lakes, beaches and rivers. Mr 

Clayton will also be addressing safety and sun smart issues in his PE classes during Term 4. The second reason is that the start of the 

year is a critical time for establishing rules, routines and testing students to enable classroom programs to get going. Our knowledge 

of our new students, particularly at Foundation is still very limited, when taking students into the water it is great to know them well 

to enable us to support those students who may need it.   

 

From time to time students leave things at home, parents drop off lunches etc. We ask that if you are bringing things to school to de-

liver them to the office. We will arrange for them to be picked up and given to your child. This is to avoid a number of interruptions 

to student learning time. Your support with this is greatly appreciated. If your child arrives late to school or you are picking them up 

early, please come into the office to sign them in or out.  

 

It has been great to see the number of students walking and riding to school. A reminder to bike riders to wear their helmet, by 

law all riders must wear a helmet – please ensure it is adjusted properly to provide the correct protection for your child. Keep 

riding and walking! 

The Department of Education and Training (DET) is very clear about student, parent and teacher behaviour. DET is committed to 

providing safe and supportive environments where diversity is valued and everyone is treated with respect, fairness and dignity. At 

times in our community individuals may have issues with others, these issues are adult issues and should not enter our car park or 

school grounds and should not involve our students. As adults we are role models for our students and it is important that we model 

respect, fairness and dignity with all. Your ongoing support is appreciated. 

 

School is a partnership between home and school. We need and want to work closely together to ensure the best outcomes for your 

child. If you would like to catch up with classroom teachers to discuss any matters regarding your child, please make a time with 

them. This will enable you to have the time you need. 

 

Finally, classroom support in the Junior Unit for 2017 will be slightly different from other years. Mrs Parry and Ms O’Neill will be 

asking for parent support in the coming weeks to join small group activities during our English block. Listening to children read their 

take home books will be carried out by staff. Teachers are giving students a couple of weeks to settle in before asking for support. If 

you are able to help you will need a current Working with Children check. We look forward to parents being involved with these 

small groups. Stay tuned for a request in the newsletter in the coming weeks. 

Have a wonderful week ahead. 

 

Ms Kate Ballantyne 



 

 

.   

 

Foundation students 

 
Foundation students were asked,  What did you like best about your first week at school? 
Playing outside on the monkey bars, swinging going forward and backwards. 

Rhiannon 
Playing with kids 

Natalie 
Outside 

Riki 
I liked everything 

Mason 
I liked the red twisty slide and I love school 

Liam 
Playing in the dolls corner 

Faith 
I like going down the red slide 

Isaac 
I like going on the slide 

Ellana 
Going down the yellow and red slide 

 

  

Violin Tuition 
Violin tuition will continue at 

Heathcote Primary School in 2017. 

Miss Somerville will conduct a 

group session on Thursdays from 

3:15-4:15, at a cost of $20 per 

week. Please contact Miss Somer-

ville if your child is interested in 

learning the Violin  

Ride To School 
Heathcote Primary School staff are very excited 

to see how many of students are walking or rid-

ing to school. Well done to those who have taken 

the opportunity to do so.  

 



 

 

 

     
 

Year 1-2 
This week Miss O’Neill’s group settled in well to the beginning of the new school 

year. They are focusing on learning “About Me”.     

 . 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Are you interested in playing Football or Netball next year? We want to hear 

from you!  
Get an adult to contact us so we can put your name on the list!  

Registration will be, Wednesday 8th Feb 5pm-6pm and Sunday 12th Feb 10am-11:30am at the Bar-

rack Reserve Oval. (BBQ Lunch to follow on the Sunday) 

Email:    hjfncinc@gmail.com 

Call:   Lisa Cannan 0487333688. 

Facebook Message: Heathcote Junior Football Netball Club Inc. 
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                      Garden Grabs  
Hello everyone,  

Welcome back to our SAKGP for 2017.  So lovely to see so many happy faces on 

my first day and also some new faces.  A Big welcome to Jaycob, Reji, Aaron and 

Ella.  Also welcome back Hannah.  A big thank you to the Tongco family for look-

ing after the chooks in the first week of the holidays, they looked very contented!  

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS! 

If you would like to volunteer for either, Garden, Kitchen or both, Garden starts at 

10am and Kitchen at 11.30am Wednesday and Thursday. You don’t need experi-

ence (great if you do) we will help you along. This is really valuable as it helps 

our groups work smoothly, the kids love having a parent, friend or Gran there to 

show just how capable they are and it’s huge fun.  You will need a Working with 

children check that can easily be done on line or call in and we  will help you out.  

The SAKGP can’t work without you. You can contact me on 0419883319 or Kate 

at school. 

DONATIONS:  If you have fruit trees groaning with fruit and you’ve run out of 

ideas, send them along to the kitchen and we’ll turn them into something amazing.  

Just let me know. Vegies too! 

GARDEN WORKING BEE:  Let me know what will work for you!  We have lots 

of jobs to complete around the garden so give me some ideas and feedback then 

we can make a day. 

Well, that’s it for now, look forward to seeing you around school. 

 

Cheers, 

Michele. 

0419883319                 

 



 

 

Senior School—years 3,4,5,6 
 

This week the senior school students have been settling in well. Both the 
3,4,5 class and the 4,5,6 class have been working together and individu-
ally over the past week. One of the activities the students have undertak-

en this week is recount writing. Writing about their holidays.  
 
 



 

 

Heathcote 

Community 

house 



 

 

 
 

Heathcote Primary school  
Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden 
Program 

Volunteer Personal Information  
 
Name:  _______________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  
 

   
Phone (home): 
 
             (mobile):  
 
Email:   
 
Emergency contact (name & phone): 
 
  
If you are a parent of a child/children at Heathcote Primary School please list their name/s: 
 
  
 
Relevant skills/interests:  
 
  
Do you have any significant health issues that my affect your volunteering (e.g. food allergies)? 
 
   
I have attached a copy of my current Working With Children Check  YES/NO 
 
 
If NO have you applied for your Working With Children Check?  YES/NO 
 
 
I have signed the Agreement of Understanding (below)   YES/NO 
 

PROGRAM NOMINATION (please circle your preferred volunteer session/s 
 

 
Agreement of Understanding 
 

I have fully read this document and the attached Guidelines and hereby recognise, understand 
and accept my obligations as a volunteer with the Kitchen Garden Program at Heathcote Pri-
mary School.  In signing this agreement I also understand the importance of privacy of infor-
mation and confidentiality pertaining to my role as a volunteer at Heathcote Primary School. 

 
_________________        _____________________      ______ 
Signature of Volunteer  Signature of Program Representative         Date 

 

 
 
 
 

GARDEN PROGRAM KITCHEN PROGRAM 

Wednesday 
10.00am – 10.45am 

  

Thursdays 
10.00am – 10.45am 

  

Wednesday 
11.30am – 1.3opm 

  

Thursdays 
11.30am – 1.3opm 

  


