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At Heathcote PS we value...      Respect        Learning        Teamwork        Responsibility 

31 Herriot St, Heathcote, Vic, 3523 Heathcote PS 

News  
Telephone: (03) 5433 3090 

Fax: (03) 5433 3091 

heathcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Issue No.  33                                                                                                                             20 November 2017 

Dear Parents and Carers,   
  

Great to have some lovely rain last week to top up the tanks and freshen up gardens. Speaking of gardens, thank 

you again to Lisa for her hard work in preparing her lovely garden and stalls. Lisa’s open garden raised nearly $800, 

thank you Lisa.  A very big thank you to all who helped on the day, purchased tickets and came along. We  

appreciated your support! 

 

School Community Group 

Last Thursday a notice was sent home to all families to ask parents/carers to volunteer to assist our School  

Community Group get up and running for next year by becoming part of our working party. We have asked for 2 

parents/carers from each year level. We hope you will consider becoming involved. If we have too many  

volunteers we may have to draw a name out of a hat!  Please read the notice and think about becoming involved.  

 

Camp Quality Visit 

Camp Quality is visiting our school on December 14th. They are bringing their puppet show to help demystify  

cancer for our students and their families. Parents/carers are most welcome to attend one of the sessions.  At no 

cost to schools, parents or students, the vivacious and loveable puppets, Kylie, Dean and Melissa, visit schools to 

24th November Dave at Assembly  discussing Permaculture 

4th—8th December Swimming Lessons 

11th December First Aid in Schools—sessions for students 

12th December State wide Transition Day  

14th December Volunteers “Thank You” Morning Tea 10am 

“Talking about Cancer” Puppet Performances  - Parents/Carers Welcome 

Year F-2 11.40am to 12.10pm , Year 3—6 12.15pm to 1.10pm  

20th December End of Year Reports go home 

21st December Year 6 Graduation 5.00pm 

22nd December Last Day Term 4—2.00pm dismissal 

IMPORTANT DATES  
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The puppets dispel myths and misconceptions that are commonly associated with the illness. Since 1988 the  

program has visited schools across Australia, sharing an interactive, engaging story that explains: 

 The ins and outs of cancer 

 Why their classmate who has undergone treatment may look a little different (due to the side effects of 
chemotherapy)  

 Why it’s important to be supportive of their classmate who is living with cancer  

 That cancer isn’t contagious, so it’s ok to play 

 The importance of being positive  and recognising our own strengths 
 

St John’s First Aid for Students 

Our school has been lucky enough to receive a free visit from St John’s on the 11th December. All students will have 

the opportunity to participate in basic first aid training  tailored to their age group. We look forward to their visit 

and the opportunity for our students to develop some basic skills.  

 

Uniform 

Can all parents/carers please ensure their child/ren are in school uniform. If the purchase of uniform is causing any 

difficulty for families please contact the Office to see what support can be provided. We appreciate your  

understanding and ensuring your child is wearing correct uniform each day.  

 

Working Bees 2018 

In 2018 we will be having a working bee each term on a designated Friday, starting at 3.00pm and finishing at 

4.00pm. The aim of these working bees will be to keep our garden beds tidy, sweep around the school, clean  

windows and generally tidy up. We look forward to having families stay on after assembly for a short time to help 

look after our school environment.  

 

Water Bottles 

We have noticed some children have been bringing flavoured drinks, cordial etc. to school. At Heathcote PS we  

expect students will only bring water to school. Students can have access to their water bottles throughout the day 

or they can access the drinking taps. Water is the best thing to keep brains hydrated and ready for learning! If your 

child does not have a water bottle we would appreciate you sending one to school. We are encouraging all  

students to have their water bottles on their tables.  Thank you for your support. 

 

Enjoy the week ahead. 
 
  Kate Ballantyne  

Heathcote Primary School Supported Playgroup 
Heathcote Supported Playgroup provides a safe space where opportunities are provided for parents/carers to  
connect socially and build support networks. Children are given a space to learn and develop their social, emotion-
al and physical skills through play-based activities.  We also provide parents/carers with access to information and 
resources.  
 
Parents and carers must be referred into Supported Playgroups, this can be provided by MCH Nurse, schools, etc. 
 
There is no cost to attend our Supported Playgroup. 
 
For more information about Heathcote Primary School Supported Playgroup, please contact the Supported  
Playgroup Coordinator at Bendigo Community Health Services on 5430 0500 or Kate Ballantyne on 5433 3090. 
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TEAM-WORK 

Nathaniel Russell 
Brayden Walsh 

 RESPECT 

Charlotte Anderson 
Ellana Miller 
Zoe Osicka 

RESPONSIBILITY 

 

LEARNING 

Ty Boyd 
Kristine Galing 
Miguel Tongco 

CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP AWARDS 

 

This Week’s Birthdays 

No birthdays this week! 

ABSENCES Thank you to all those parents who ring in to let us know when their child is going to be  

absent from school. It is important for their safety that the school is advised as early as possible when a student is 
not coming to school. It is the parent or carer’s responsibility to give the school an explanation for any absences. 
 
The office number is 5433 3090 or you can email us on heathcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

275  Nights  

Brodi-Lee Kirkpatrick 

Isaac Lane 

225  Nights  

Conroy Miller 

200  Nights  

Manny Nagy 

Elise Pringle 

75  Nights  

Saph Cardwell 

Issy Taylor 

125  Nights  

Mikayla Devine 

Jai Gales 250  Nights  

Audrey McFadzean 175  Nights  

Zoe Osicka 
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A few weeks back all students planted bean seeds. As part of our ongoing biological adaptation theme, 
we check on the seeds each week to measure and record their progress. We will continue this work until 
the final couple of weeks where we will test our grown plants under varying conditions. 

One factor in plant growth is temperature and this week all students made thermometers. Not all ther-
mometers worked equally as well as others but this provided the students the opportunity to theorise on 
why this is  
occurring and how the thermometers can be improved. What we do know for sure is that everyone really 
enjoyed this activity. A really big thank you to Tommy for coming up with the idea and collecting plenty of 
bottles for our experiment. Great student enthusiasm and recycling in action! We are always keen to de-
velop STEM around  
student initiative. 
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MINIBEASTS 

The F -2 students have just  
completed a topic on  
minibeasts, they all made a dio-
rama of minibeasts.  
 
The Grades 1 and 2 students 
collected materials to decorate 
their diorama as well as made 
minibeasts from recycled mate-
rials.  

EXPLORING WORKING WITH CLAY 
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Head Lice  
 
Did you know that head lice must have direct head-to-head contact to move from one person to another? Lice 
can't jump or fly — they don't have wings. Instead, they crawl along strands of hair from one head to another. 
 
This is one of the reasons why lice are most common among primary school children — they often put their heads 

together while playing or doing group work. If your child has long hair we ask that they wear it tied back when 

they are attending  school.  Hair ties are available from the office. 

We urge all parents to regularly and thoroughly check their children’s hair. If we all work as a team on this we will 
achieve the best results for our students.  
 

WALK TO SCHOOL  

Thank you and congratulations to everyone who participated 

in this year’s Walk to School month – the program’s most 

successful year ever! 

Our school was one of the 30 local primary schools to  

participate this year and we would like to continue the great 

work of building heathy habits that last a lifetime.  

As part of this year’s Walk to School program, each student is 

receiving a ‘Part Way is Ok’ magnet as a reminder that active travel can happen year round and that you don’t 

need to walk the whole way to school - part way is ok.  

Open Garden Fundraiser Prize Winners 

1st Prize Brenda King  - $40 voucher from McIvor Meats 

2nd Prize Emily Salier—$30 voucher from Flossy’s 

3rd Prize McFadzean family— $30 voucher from Rutherford & Maine  

4th Prize Panayiota Kai—$30 travel Coin Saver from Heathcote Newsagency 

5th Prize Kristine Galing—$10 voucher from Flossy’s 

HEATHCOTE SHOW COOKING AWARDS 

1st Prize 

Decorated Teddy Bear—Henry Thorson Patten 

Four Muffins—Alexis Knight 

2nd Prize 

Decorated Teddy Bear— Ella Eiseman 

Four Muffins—Chase Panoff-Whicher 

Biscuits—Tanika Cook 

Highly Commended 

Four Muffins—Nate Hicks 

Four Muffins—Tommy Wan 

Plain Scones—Kristine Galing 

Biscuits—Taylor Maiden 

Decorated Teddy Bear—Nathaniel Russell 
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The After School Care program will be commencing soon at Holy Rosary. If you wish to 

use the service please complete the form below and return it to the office. 


