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At Heathcote PS we value...      Respect        Learning        Teamwork        Responsibility 

31 Herriot St, Heathcote, Vic, 3523 Heathcote PS 

News  
Telephone: (03) 5433 3090 

Fax: (03) 5433 3091 

heathcote.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Issue No.  34                                                                                                                             27 November 2017 

Dear Parents and Carers,   
 We continue to be very busy in our classrooms! We look forward to our swimming program commencing in early December. 
As the year closes it is a great time for students and families to look back on the positive things that have happened this year. 
 
Student Absence – Impact on Learning 

I have been collating ‘unexplained absences’ for our school year to report to DET. There are still a number of students in our 
school community who have a high number of absences. Some students have missed close to a term of their education this 
year, this has a significant impact on their ability to learn and achieve a level appropriate to their cohort. Please consider the 
following…… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please make sure your child gets the best chance they can in life,   

be at school every day, all day  

4th—8th December Swimming Lessons 

11th December First Aid in Schools—sessions for students 

12th December State wide Transition Day  

14th December Volunteers “Thank You” Morning Tea 10am 

“Talking about Cancer” Puppet Performances  - Parents/Carers Welcome 

20th December End of Year Reports go home 

21st December Year 6 Graduation 5.00pm 

22nd December Last Day Term 4—2.00pm dismissal 

IMPORTANT DATES  

She/he is missing … 

  

That equals… Which is ……. Over 13 years of 

Schooling that’s.. 

10 minutes per day 50 minutes a week Nearly 1.5 weeks per year Nearly half a year 

20 minutes per day 1 hour 40 minutes a week Over 2.5 weeks per year Nearly 1 year 

Half an hour a day Half a day per week 4 weeks per year Nearly 1 ½ years 

1 hour a day 1 day a week 8 weeks per year Over 2 ½ years 
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Mariah McCarthy – Singing, Keyboard, Ukulele 

Mariah will be offering singing, keyboard and ukulele lessons next year. She currently works out of the Heathcote Community 

house but would like to offer the opportunity to our students to participate. Lessons can be during school time from 11.30am 

or after school. Mariah has attached a flyer to our newsletter this week. We would also like to invite parents who may like to 

learn keyboard, ukulele or singing to make contact directly with Mariah. 

 

We are also hoping to have Casey Black teaching guitar. We are very lucky to be able to offer violin, ukulele, singing, keyboard 

and hopefully guitar! If you are interested in learning from Mariah please contact her.  

 

School Community Group 

We hope to hear from some of you soon regarding our School Community Group. This is our group and a way of connecting 

with our community. We look forward to working with you.  

 

Camp Quality Visit 

Camp Quality is visiting our school on December 14th. They are bringing their puppet show to help demystify cancer for our 

students and their families. Parents/carers are most welcome to attend one of the sessions.  At no cost to schools, parents or 

students, the vivacious and loveable puppets, Kylie, Dean and Melissa, visit schools to help support children affected by  

cancer. The puppets dispel myths and misconceptions that are commonly associated with the illness. Since 1988 the program 

has visited schools across Australia, sharing an interactive, engaging story that explains: 

 The ins and outs of cancer 

 Why their classmate who has undergone treatment may look a little different (due to the side effects of  
chemotherapy)  

 Why it’s important to be supportive of their classmate who is living with cancer  

 That cancer isn’t contagious, so it’s ok to play 

 The importance of being positive  and recognising our own strengths 
 

St John’s First Aid for Students 

Our school will be lucky enough to receive a free visit from St John’s on the 11th December. All students will have the  

opportunity to participate in basic first aid training tailored to their age group. We look forward to their visit and the  

opportunity for our students to develop some basic skills.  

 

Uniform 

Can all parents/carers please ensure their child/ren are in school uniform. If the purchase of uniform is causing any difficulty 

for families please contact the Office to see what support can be provided.  

 

If a student continues to be out of uniform families will be contacted by the school. We appreciate your understanding and 

support in ensuring  your child is wearing correct uniform each day.  

 

Enjoy the week ahead. 

 

 
 

 Kate Ballantyne  
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TEAM-WORK 

Natalie Organ 

 RESPECT 

 

RESPONSIBILITY 

Isaac Miller 

Riki Nagata-Black 

LEARNING 

Brooke Maiden 
Abby O’Neill 

Tayton Thompson 

CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP AWARDS 

 This Week’s Birthday 

Abby O’Neill 

150  Nights  

Ella McNally 

Natalie Organ 

Rosh Santos 

225  Nights  

Jackie Evans 

Tom McFadzean 

200  Nights  

Riki Nagata-Black 

Henry Thorson-Patten 

75  Nights  

Madison Johnson 

100  Nights  

Isaac Miller 

175  Nights  

Tylie Schroeder 
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OUR EMOTIONAL  

THERMOMETER 

The F—1 class have previously worked on recognising their  

feelings and emotions. This week we have been working on our 

Emotional Thermometer. 

The Emotional Thermometer helps students tune into their  

feelings and develop appropriate strategies to calm themselves. 

Students have discussed what helps them to calm down when 

they feel their emotional thermometer rising.  

These strategies could also be used at home when they are 

starting to feel upset or angry. Come in and have a look at our 

emotional thermometer. 
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Head Lice  
 
Did you know that head lice must have direct head-to-head contact to move from one person to another? Lice 
can't jump or fly — they don't have wings. Instead, they crawl along strands of hair from one head to another. 
 
This is one of the reasons why lice are most common among primary school children — they often put their heads 

together while playing or doing group work. If your child has long hair we ask that they wear it tied back when 

they are attending  school.  Hair ties are available from the office. 

We urge all parents to regularly and thoroughly check their children’s hair. If we all work as a team on this we will 
achieve the best results for our students.  

  

2017 Victoria Against Violence Campaign  
 
From 25 November (International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women) to 10 December 
(International Human Rights Day), Victoria Against Violence invites individuals, families, organisations, 
businesses, students and all levels of government in Victoria to stand together to prevent family and  
gender violence. 
 

For further information visit -  

http://www.vic.gov.au/women/family-violence-prevention/victoria-against-violence.html 

Heathcote Primary School Supported Playgroup 
Heathcote Supported Playgroup provides a safe space where opportunities are provided for parents/carers to  
connect socially and build support networks. Children are given a space to learn and develop their social,  
emotional and physical skills through play-based activities.  We also provide parents/carers with access to  
information and resources.  
 
Parents and carers must be referred into Supported Playgroups, this can be provided by MCH Nurse, schools, etc. 
 
There is no cost to attend our Supported Playgroup. 
 
For more information about Heathcote Primary School Supported Playgroup, please contact the Supported  
Playgroup Coordinator at Bendigo Community Health Services on 5430 0500 or Kate Ballantyne on 5433 3090. 

http://www.un.org/en/events/endviolenceday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/humanrightsday/
http://www.vic.gov.au/women/family-violence-prevention/victoria-against-violence.html
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PARENTS AND VISITORS POLICY 

 

Context 

As a ‘Child Safe’ school, we aim to make the school a safe and secure environment for all students in our care.  To 
help achieve this we need to know where students are at all times and who has responsibility for them. We also 
need to know when parents have collected children outside the normal arrival or dismissal times. We need to 
know if parents or visitors are on the premises especially if they need to be contacted or in the case of emergency 
evacuation procedures. 

 

Purpose 

To provide guidelines for parents and visitors to our school so that we can be sure that all children are  
provided with the highest level of supervision at all times and visitors can be accounted for in emergencies.  

 

Guidelines for Parents 

Parents wishing to collect children outside of normal delivery and collection times will report to the general office 
first to sign their child out, they will remain in the office until their child comes over to the office.  

Parents who are in the school volunteering will need to sign in at the office and sign out on their departure. 

During our breaks, any student who is to be collected will be paged to the office so we can ensure they leave the 
school grounds safely. 

Parents are welcome to be part of classroom programs at designated times as implemented by the teacher. All 
parents/carers working with students will need to have a Working with Children check completed and  
presented to the office.  

Drop off and collection of students is not permitted in the Staff car park or bus area during bus drop off and pick up 
time. 

Heathcote Primary School is a smoke free zone.  

 

Guidelines for Visitors/Contractors 

All contractors and people conducting works at the school need to report to the office and sign in on arrival to 
identify themselves and the area of the school they will be working in. On departure they will need to sign out 
at the office.  

All contractors and people working on school premises must ensure  their equipment is kept in a safe position and 
where practical vehicles are parked outside the school ground play area. 

 

Implementation 

This policy will be reviewed annually  

Newsletter reminders each term will remind parents of this policy. 

Information signs have been placed at the main entrance of the school which state: 

      ‘All visitors please report to the general office upon arrival’ and ‘no smoking’. 
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OPEN GARDEN FUNDRAISER SUCCESS 
Our open garden at Lisa’s was a 
great success raising nearly $800 
which will go towards the top 
dressing  and  reseeding of our oval 
with a tough grass  
variety. 

Thank you to everyone that  
donated goods, bought tickets or 
attended on the day.  

A huge thank you to our sponsors, 
IGA Heathcote, Rutherford and 
Maine, Mitchelton  
Winery, Flossy's,  
Heathcote Newsagency and 
McIvor Meats.  

A special thank you to Dianne 
Adams for working on the day 
and all staff that helped. The 
day wouldn't have been com-
plete without the help of our 
students on the gate and BBQ. 

Thank you Daniel, Ellie, Tom, Audrey, Henry, Jaycob, Liam, Reiji, 
Riki, Rena and Maddie. 
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